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POST: WMU—MORE THAN AN
EDUCATION
BLOG POST by ALUMNIUNSCRIPTEDFEBRUARY 24, 2017

Fate took me to Western.
My love for what the
University gave me keeps
me coming back.
When I made the decision to
attend Western Michigan
University back in 1999, not
much thought went into it. I
grew up in Jackson,
Michigan, and the only other
school that I applied to was
Michigan State. Luckily, I
was accepted at both
schools. Looking back, I am
not quite sure why I chose
WMU, outside of the fact
that I couldn’t picture myself
rocking State gear.
My time at Western was
spent like a lot of college
kids. I went to class, the rec
center, worked and hung out
with friends. It wasn’t until I
left that I appreciated what
Western provided me—
what I learned as a student,
and more importantly, what I
learned as an individual.
The college years are vital years in anyone’s life, especially for someone who didn’t
have a whole lot of support outside of the campus. I feel indebted to the University. I
wasn’t the strongest student, yet I wasn’t the worst, and ended up finishing with a GPA
of 3.4. I enjoyed my business classes, as they opened up a whole new world of
possibilities. They expanded my thinking and made me realize that there was something
bigger out there for me—greater than an assembly line.
Most importantly, WMU put me in a position to learn life lessons that have stayed with
me since the day I left, and I am grateful for that.

It’s been 13 years since I’ve graduated, and since then, I’ve been fortunate enough to
enjoy a career in sports, spending 12 years in the NBA with a variety of teams. Most
recently, I have been involved in the MLS with the expansion Los Angeles Football
Club.
My career thus far has truly been a blessing, allowing me to attend events I would never
have imagined, such as MLB World Series, NBA and NHL Playoffs, NCAA Final Four
and a variety of All-Star games. More importantly, I have been able to provide my family
with these amazing opportunities as well, bringing us closer than ever.
I have worked alongside extremely accomplished folks: people from Penn, Stanford,
Harvard and Princeton, among others. I have worked with huge brands like Coke,
Target, Delta, U.S. Bank, and countless others. I say all this as a reminder to all of us:
WMU stacks up against any other college out there. The executives who were educated
at WMU are as skilled as any. Be proud that you went to WMU. Own the decision—own
your education—and most importantly own the fact that you owe the next group of
students your best as we continue to put WMU on the map.
I’m a proud Bronco who knows Western was the bridge between my adolescence and
adulthood, and I am confident that I wouldn’t be where I am at without my experience at
Western Michigan University.
Remember, actions speak louder than words, and our connection and commitment to
WMU exists beyond our graduation date.
What actions do you take on a daily basis to ensure we continue to put WMU on the
map?
Corey Breton has enjoyed a 13-year career in professional sports that has taken him
from one side of the country to the other. Currently, Breton is the executive vice
president of sales for the expansion MLS franchise, Los Angeles Football Club, that will
take the pitch for the first time in 2018. Breton graduated from WMU in 2003 with a
major in advertising and promotion and a minor in accountancy.

